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Hello
parents
I'M HAYLEY HOBBS
Founder of Griffin Teaching
(in case you want to check my creds)
As an experienced teacher and tutor I have complete
confidence in my strategies and advice. For more than 20
years I have been preparing children for entry to some of our
top public and private schools (Tonbridge, Sevenoaks, St
Paul's, City of London, Francis Holland - Sloane Square and
Regents Park - Wellington and Westminster). Hand on heart I
can say that I have made it my business to know absolutely
everything about
entrance exams (and how to prepare for
Make your trips go smoother and smarter with
them successfully).these fun and cool travel gears.
But before going on, let me reassure you that I too have felt
your pain. My three boys have each been through rigorous
admissions processes to win places at their chosen schools,
and I was the usual mix of anxiety and stress at the time.
The killer techniques set out here will not only raise your
child's ISEB Pre-test score considerably, but save your family
time and sleepless nights along the way.
Guaranteed.
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Why is a strategic
approach so essential?
The Common Pre-Test is described as a standardised
measure of ability and attainment. GL have developed the
tests in partnership with the Independent Schools
Examinations Board (ISEB). Both online and adaptive, the
tests include Verbal Reasoning, Non-Verbal Reasoning,
English and Mathematics.
Subtle differences in content, question layout and timings
occur between practice materials and the real thing. These
might not seem important to us, but children can be thrown
by them. Exercises are short, timings are tight and often
familiar material is flipped on its head.
What children really need is a smooth exam day with no
surprises.
Successful candidates will:
Fully understand the content and timing challenges
Approach each task with a can-do attitude
Know how to smash the assessment afternoon

INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEW SESSION (click to book)
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1.

ENSURE YOUR CHILD IS ON
TOP FORM ON THE DAY

Quote from one of this year's parents:
"He went in today feeling cool, calm and fully prepared. And
he came out feeling buoyant and positive. All credit to the
teachers at Griffin for such an excellent programme of tuition
in both subject and exam technique."
On-the-day strategy:
Tell your child that you are proud of the them and are
100% sure they have done enough to smash it. They
should feel good about what they DO know, and not
worry about what they don't.
Encourage wild karate-kicks somewhere with a bit of
space. Shake off that tension by being silly.
First thing that morning, get them outdoors for a few
minutes, on a trampoline or their bike.
Have a ready prepared playlist of ridiculously upbeat
tunes. Belt them out in the car and sing along. Or
embarrass yourselves singing them together as you walk.

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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2.

KNOW YOUR ENEMY

Once you know the detail, knowledge is power...
The more familiar your child is with the layout and style of the
exam, the more they can use that information to their
advantage.
The ISEB Common Pre-test comprises of:
English
Maths
Non-Verbal Reasoning (including spatial)
Verbal Reasoning
Familiarise your child with the set-up
Explain the format of each exercise, the breakdown of
individual sections and how to manage the timings.
Some children need reassurance that their natural pace is
good enough. If they watch the clock in this online format it
can lead to an increasing sense of panic (and inaccuracy).
At home, talk timings in and
around normal routines.
Always allow 25 minutes
reading at night, or give a oneminute warning for something
every day. Specific bursts of
time will begin to hold greater
meaning. Natural familiarity
with the timings will then
dictate their pace on the day.

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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3.

READ FOR MEANING (NOT DETAIL)

Even the comprehension needs a strategy

In the first section of the English test, candidates are
presented with a passage to read. They click the numbered
buttons at the bottom of the passage to move between the
pages (which are visible alongside each question). The
comprehension is not a memory test. It is important to refer
back to the text before choosing an answer and moving on.
Comprehension strategy
Read the text calmly for maximum meaning. This exam
tests inference and deduction, so scanning for facts
without reading for meaning is a real risk.
After reading, overview the (usually three) pages with an
eye on navigation. When answering the questions it helps
to be able to pick the right page quickly for referencing.
Refer back to the exact part of text referenced, for every
single question, and look above and below. What is (and
isn't) written there will sign-post the correct answer.

DOWNLOAD OUR COMPREHENSIONS

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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4.

SPELLING STRATEGY

Have an overview of the usual trips and tricks
Although different spellings are tested every year, once you
study a number of these exercises together, a series of
themes and standard tricks begin to show themselves. I've
gathered these together in a perfectly matched booklet, linked
below.
Spelling challenges to be aware of include homophones where an identical-sounding and correctly spelled word is the
error in the sentence (herd instead of heard, or mourning
instead of morning). And the board love to challenge students
on double letters (disappeared or dissapeared) and word
endings (immediately or immediatly).

C LOIW
D
C KN H
LO
EA
RD
E FOOURR SSPPEELLLLIIN
NG
G EEX
XE R C I S E S
A familiar trick to be aware of...
If a sentence has a really tough and
unusual word in it, like encyclopaedia,
then it is probably correct, and
dropped into the line to misdirect the
candidate's focus.
In this case, study the sentence for a
more obvious error (or consider it
might be an 'N' with no mistake).

GRIFFIN TEACHING

The GL board choose their spellings
from the National Curriculum
programme.
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5.

PUNCTUATION STRATEGY

Have an overview of the usual trips and tricks
This exercise tends to worry children. It's interesting to see
how easily thrown they are. Students who can comfortably
write in complex sentences and weave sophisticated
punctuation into their work just cannot spot the errors in this
particular format. They tend to scan rather than read for
meaning, and the errors just don't show themselves that way.
Wading through multiple examples, I've spotted a series of
standard tricks and created 20 sets of my own for targeted
revision. Parenthesis, double letters and question marks tend
to slip off their radar. Having those front of mind is key.
DOWNLOAD OUR PUNCTUATION EXERCISES

A familiar trick to be aware of...
Look right to the end of the line
before beginning to assess a potential
error in the given sentence.
Students regularly waste time
weighing up an error too soon. If you
look at the full picture first, there may
be something easy, glaring at you.
The final full stop missing on the final
sentence is a classic to look out for.

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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6. SENTENCE COMPLETION STRATEGY
Have an overview of the usual trips and tricks
The focus of this exercise is standard English. Missing words
challenge candidates on everyday slip-ups they might make
when speaking. So to prepare your child for it, do pick them
up when they use 'was' instead of 'were' or 'different to'
instead of 'different from'.
Other trip-ups that often appear reference should've,
would've or could've. Some children mistake the ending for
'of' instead of 'have' and this comes up time and time again.
Apostrophes are tested here too - so familiarity with it's and
its, Jims, Jim's and Jims' are important to revise.

A familiar trick to be aware of...
Is your child confident when to use
'less' and when to use 'fewer' in a
sentence?
Less is used when the subject can't
be counted individually, 'less flour' or
'less sand'.
Fewer is used for individual items, so
'fewer people', 'fewer dogs' or 'fewer
grains of sand'.

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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7.

HOW TO BREEZE THROUGH
THE 50-MINUTE MATHS EXAM

What's unique about it?
The maths exam is a 50-minute online and 'adaptive' test.
What this means in practice is that students doing well will
face increasingly challenging questions, whereas those who
struggle will potentially face a different set.
The order of questions is controlled by the system, so they
can't be jumped or returned to later on. Encourage children
not to watch the clock (as you would if the exam was on
paper). A steady, calm pace is best, with an additional quick
overview of the question before marking the answer (in case
a step has been missed or a unit switch not noticed). Anxious
children who over-worry about the clock tend to rush the
questions and underperform.
Strategy tip
Candidates are allowed a pencil and paper for this exam.
Teach your child to fold the paper in half vertically, so that
the two halves are like a set of margins, encouraging clear
workings as if in a maths book at school. Good calculations
are essential as an over-reliance on mental maths is a risk.

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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TIPS FOR TIMING
THE VERBAL REASONING PAPER
8. STRATEGY
What to look out for...
There are three key types of verbal reasoning tested:
1) Vocabulary questions
2) Coding questions
3) Numerical questions
Each has its own challenges. Here are tips for the first two:
Vocabulary strategy
If you can't spot a relationship between words, try saying 'a' in
front of each one, and then 'to'. For example you could see
'close' and think of a door closing, but 'a close' will remind you
of a cul-de-sac or a close encounter - opening up a new
meaning to work with.
Watch for vocabulary tricks. We all know that a bucket is not
the same as a spade, or green does not mean the same as
colour - but our brains fool us into making these links when
looking for relationships under pressure. Keep a cool head and
laugh about these errors when preparing...
Coding strategy
Even when working carefully, there is no need to solve every
letter of a given code. Look at the multiple-choice answers. Most
questions can be solved with only a couple of letters decoded.
It's important to avoid solving a letter that is the same on more
than one answer option (as nothing is gained by the work done).

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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9.

THE SCHOOL VISIT

Giving it your best shot

Yes the school is looking for polite, enthusiastic, able students
- but you know that already.
Follow the steps on page six to banish any jitters on the day.
Tips and tricks to watch out for:
Copious notes are taken on each child throughout the day.
In academic group sessions subtle tricks are employed only one pen might be offered between six children. Staff
watch to see how that plays out.
As the day develops tiredness creeps in, and with that, best
behaviour can slip. Send your child in with bags of energy
so that they can keep going when others start to flag.
In sport, schools are looking for skill and energy, but
teachers are also interested in your child's communication
skills. Students are expected to be positive and to
encourage all team members. Full participation is key (even
if sport leaves them cold).
Most top schools are looking for students keen to get
involved in all areas. Demonstrate great communication and
willingness to work well as a team in every challenge set.

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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10. THE INTERVIEW
A useful preparation strategy
Here's a quick interview training activity. In the car or around
the house in the week or so before the interview - pose the
same two questions over and over again. 'Why do you want
to come to xxx school?' and 'What will your contribution to
school life be?' Make the process a bit of a joke.
Interviewers hate rehearsed answers, so discourage parroting
the same words. Encourage your child to feel comfortable
with their answers and to play around with thoughts and
ideas - adding and taking away elements as they chat.

INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEW SESSION (click to book)

Prepare a question that fits the school
Every school has a different feel and
different strengths. When discussing a
question or two to ask at the end of the
interview, focus on a particular detail of
the school itself. Dig about on the
website beforehand and look for
genuine areas of interest - a new sport,
a social activity or a trip away.
Anything that grabs your child's
attention and they're keen to discuss.

GRIFFIN TEACHING

Don't try to be worthy - the interviewer
will see through faked areas of interest.
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Let me help your
child smash the ISEB
Common Pre-test
Here's how I can help:
Drop your child into our weekly club programme where one
of our lovely tutors will hand-hold them through the content.
Zoom classes are available for those who live outside the
West Kent area where we are based.
Download one of our three Comprehension Booklets, created
and designed to develop the skill of inference.
Download this set of 20 Spelling Exercises - with mixed and
themed exercises to enable them to spot the standard tricks
and trips.
Download this set of 20 Punctuation Exercises - with mixed
and themed exercises to enable them to spot the standard
tricks and trips.
Book an individual interview training session. We can do
these in person or on zoom. One session is all your child will
need to ensure an impressive performance on the day.

GRIFFIN TEACHING
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LOOKING FOR MORE
ISEB COMMON PRETEST INFORMATION?
Our website is packed with information and advice. Click the
button below and have good rummage in your own time...

CLICK HERE
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ISEB COMMON PRE-TEST EXPERTISE

